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See you very soon! 
With only a couple of weeks to go, we hope you are all set for a truly spectacular Festival. An 
email this week from Mr Charles Knight reminded us of the history of the Festival, the number 
of people who have been involved over the years, and the widespread support we receive 
from all over Australia and other parts of the world. Mr Knight wrote: 
 
“As an ex- Hobartian who attended the first Wooden Boat Festival, and now the Vice President of the 
Old Gaffers Association in Western Australia, I wish you all the best for next month’s event. Members 
of our Association attended (as spectators) the last event, and there is no question that it has 
developed into the pre-eminent event of its type in Australia. Well done to the team!” 
 
Since that first event, held in 1994 – the result of a passion led by Andy Gamlin for wooden 
boats and the maritime history of Hobart, and supported by Cathy Hawkins and Ian Johnston 
– the Festival has grown into an event of international standing. It is a credit to all the people 
who have given their time and commitment over the past 15 years and we look forward to 
celebrating this spirit with you in February. 
 
Program of events and other Festival information 
A free program of events and a site map will be available at the Festival. In the meantime you can find 
a program on the Festival website, as well as information about parking availability, and much more. If 
you can’t find what you want, give us a call.  
 
Classic Yacht Rally – Sunday afternoon 
Well-aged yachts as well as more modern craft will 
be racing for a trophy in Sunday’s Classic Yacht 
Rally. Veteran yachts Sao and Gypsy have thrown 
their hat in the ring and will display how yachts used 
to sail - not as slowly as you may imagine - as you 
can see in the picture of Gypsy absolutely flying. The 
smallest entry is a Norwalk Islands Sharpie with a cat 
ketch rig. Among others there is a Queenscliffe 
Couta boat that sailed from Smithton to Hobart for 
the last festival, and a well-presented 40 foot Alan 
Payne design built for the 1965 Admirals Cup trials.  
With an eclectic range of yachts, the Rally will be a major spectacle for the 2009 festival and the on-
water action continues with the replica 18 footers and the Derwent Class racing around the same 
course. It will be a pretty busy afternoon on the river. A few places remain, so if you want to 
participate please contact the festival office. The trophy is anybody’s at this stage. 
 
Hospitality aboard the Egeria 
A limited number of hospitality packages are available on the former Governor of Tasmania’s vessel, 
the Egeria, on the Sunday and Monday of the Festival to go out on the River Derwent to watch the 18-
foot replica skiffs in action. The two and a half hour package will include premium Tasmanian food 
and drinks and will cost $110pp including GST. For more information, contact the Festival Office on 
(03) 6223 3375 or email: manager@australianwoodenboatfestival.com.au     
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